
Starting February 10th, you may pick up a 12"x12" canvas panel from the Library’s Reference Desk (while supplies last). 
Create artwork on the canvas panel! Inks, markers, and paints work well, as do several other mediums. Artwork must
be original and must not exceed 12"x12" (or 12"x12"x12" if 3D).   
Please do not include your name on the artwork itself. Do not frame it or otherwise prepare it for display/hanging--we’ll
take care of that! 
Artwork must be returned to any public service desk inside the Library by 5pm on Sunday, March 16th. Late entries will
NOT be accepted - no exceptions.
Artwork will be exhibited in the Library from Thursday, March 27th through Sunday, April 27th. Join us for a FREE
reception on Thursday, March 27th from 5:30-7pm! Bring your family & friends!
Artwork must be picked up from the Library’s front desk Monday, April 28th through Sunday, May 4th. Artwork
NOT picked up by 5pm on Sunday, May 4th will be recycled or otherwise disposed of - no exceptions. 

Call for Entry: My Midwest
A COMMUNITY-BASED ART EXHIBIT INSPIRED BY JOPLIN READS TOGETHER

This year’s Joplin Reads Together title, The Lager Queen of Minnesota by J. Ryan Stradal, is set in the Midwest.
Encompassing a large area of the United States, this area includes the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. We invite you to celebrate this beloved
region by creating and entering an original work of art inspired by YOUR experiences of the Midwest. What does the
Midwest look or feel like to you? Show us! You do not need to read Stradal’s book, nor do you need a library card, to
participate. This program is for ages 18+. 

Name: __________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________
Title of artwork: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Medium(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________

Your artwork is due by 5pm March 16, 2025

Late entries WILL NOT be accepted!

attach this form to the back of your artwork

Call for Entry: My Midwest

By submitting this form, I understand that the library is not responsible for damages to, or loss of, my artwork.

ONE ENTRY PER PERSON | CANVAS PANELS AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

***If you do not wish to use a canvas panel provided by the Library, 
then you may submit your own completed artwork that does not exceed 12"x12"x12" by the deadline.***



Important Dates to Remember

Feb. 10: Pick up a free canvas panel from the library’s reference desk

Mar. 16: 5pm Deadline! Your artwork is due! late entries not accepted!

Apr. 28 - May4: Your artwork must be picked up from the Library’s front desk

art exhibited March 27 - April 27

March 27, 5:30-7pm: Post Art Library My Midwest Opening Reception @ Joplin Public
Library (@JPL)
April 1, 6-8pm: Chat & Craft: Cookie Cutter Stamped Tea Towels @JPL
April 3, 5:30pm: Friends of the Joplin Public Library: From Page to Pint: Celebrating The
Lager Queen with Local Brews. This is a Friends member only event @ Chaos Brewing. 
April 8, 6-7pm: MSSU’s Dr. Megan Bever: "Beer, Bodies, and Being: Gender and Identity
in American Culture" @JPL
April 9, 11am: Take-Home Kit: Painted Cork Coasters (while supplies last) @JPL
April 12, 2-3pm: Board Games & Brews @ Chaos Brewing
April 15, 6-7pm: Pie Making with Carla from Big R's Pies @JPL
April 17, 11am: Makerspace Take & Make Kit: DIY Bread in a Bag (while supplies last)
@JPL
April 17, 1-2pm: Let's Dish Book Discussion @JPL
April 17, 6-7pm Let's Dish Book Discussion @JPL
April 22, 2:30-3:30pm: MSSU’s Dr. Megan Bever: "Beer, Bodies, and Being: Gender and
Identity in American Culture" @ MSSU Spiva Library
April 22, 6:00pm: Dontcha Know Midwest Trivia Night @JPL
April 24, 6:00pm: Author J. Ryan Stradal Visit & Book Signing @JPL

2025 Joplin Reads Together Events


