
 



2022 Joplin Writers’ Faire | Intro 

 
Welcome to the 6th annual Joplin Writers’ Faire! Established in 2017, the Joplin Writers’ Faire aims to 

connect all sorts of writers to their existing and potentially new audiences while encouraging community 

support of local and regional writers, as well as to help aspiring authors learn how to get started. The Joplin 

Writers’ Faire is a collaboration between Joplin Public Library and Post Art Library. The 2022 event is 

sponsored in part by Southwest Missouri Bank and Cottage Small Coffee Roasters. 

 

2022 Joplin Writers’ Faire | Writer Bios 
 

Note: All content contained herein was written/submitted by Joplin Writers’ Faire participants. Any opinions 

or views expressed are the opinions and views of the author and not Post Art Library or Joplin Public Library. 

 

Billie Holladay Skelley: Billie Holladay Skelley received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. Now retired from working as a cardiovascular and thoracic surgery 

clinical nurse specialist and nursing educator, she enjoys focusing on her writing. Billie has written several 

health-related articles for both professional and lay journals, but her writing crosses several different 

genres and has appeared in various journals, magazines, and anthologies in print and online—ranging from 

the American Journal of Nursing to Chicken Soup for the Soul. An award-winning author, she has written 

eleven books for children and teens. Her book, Ruth Law: The Queen of the Air, was recently selected to 

receive the 2021 American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Children’s Literature Award. 

 

 
 

 

Chris Roberts: Chris Roberts is an author and the owner of the independent publishing company Nudge 

Books. He has written the children's books Lelu Snorkenhaken and the Really, Really, Really Big Thing, Koen 

Munjunder and the King of Lightning and Thunder, A Cabin in the Woods, and a middle reader series called 

The Scribbler Files. The second book of The Scribbler Files is due to be released in October 2022! Nudge 

Books was started in 2020. The independent publishing company offers traditional print and digital books 

in multiple genres – from children’s books, to middle readers, to full novels and even some non-fiction. All 

works published at Nudge Books meet the mission of the company: to nudge people toward receptive 



insight. Nudge Books operates under the premise that a good story can open the mind to an endless world 

of new perspectives. Sometimes all it takes to begin thinking about things differently is one little spark … a 

nudge. 

 

 
 

 

D.A. Power: D.A. Power has lived in Joplin since August 2014. She is author of the series The Asher 

Chronicles, the first book of which - Squeak - is to be published in September 2022. 

 

 
 

 

DeDe Ramey: DeDe Ramey is a fairly new author in the romantic suspense genre. Although she has 

written many skits and short stories from the time she was a teenager, she didn't begin writing novels until 

2018, publishing her first novel, 24 to Life, in January 2021. Two more novels in the Dalton Skies series have 

now been published with three more planned in the series, and she has no plans of stopping. She has won 

multiple awards for her short stories that span several different genres. Residing in Oklahoma for the past 

25 years, she enjoys traveling across the states with her husband Keith, and spending time with her family. 

 



 
 

 

F.C. Shultz: F.C. Shultz is an author and poet whose work has appeared in Every Day Fiction, the Of Gods 

and Globes anthologies, Ekstasis Magazine, and others. He loves writing stories that place one fantasy 

element into an otherwise realistic world. He’s the poetry editor for The Joplin Toad and lives in the Joplin 

area with his wife and two kids. 

 

 
 

 

IZZY B: Izzy B is the author/illustrator of A Tighty-Whitie Wind and illustrator of comedian Devin Siebold's 

book, A Teacher in the wild. He dreamed of being an author/illustrator since the first grade. As a kid he 

often spent his time creating funny stories and drawing quirky pictures. When Izzy grew up he became an 

elementary school teacher and fell in love with books. During his time as a teacher, Izzy loved sharing his 

stories with his students. That passion grew and grew. Now he makes books full time and illustrates stories 

for other authors. Izzy now hopes to inspire young authors to love reading and writing like he did.   

 



 
 

 

Jimmy Davis: Jimmy Davis is an amputee who lives in Webb City, Missouri, with his wife Cheri, their blind 

Yorkie, and a stray cat named Sissy. His book, TALES, SHORT STORIES, POEMS OF A ONE LEGGED HIPPIE 

tells of his life as an abused child in the 1960s and how he found real joy in a children’s home in Girard, 

Kansas. Davis includes stories about his childhood in the home, as well as stories up to the day of his 

amputation in 2020. He writes, “It shows what a person can do if he tells himself ‘I will never give up.’” Join 

us on Saturday, October 8th at Joplin Public Library to meet Davis and other 2022 Joplin Writers’ Faire 

participants. 

 

 
 

 

Joey Brown: Joey Brown is a poet and a fiction writer. She has authored two poetry collections: The Feral 

Love Poems (Hungry Buzzard Press) and Oklahomaography (Mongrel Empire Press). Her poems and prose 

have appeared in The Red Earth Review, Plainsong, Concho River Review, The Langdon Review of the Arts 

in Texas, Tulsa Review, Oklahoma Review, The San Pedro River Review, and other journals. 

 



 
 

 

John Hacker: John Hacker, who lives in Carl Junction, has lived in Southwest Missouri for 30 years. He 

has two major passions, lightning photography and history. In 1989, He got his first good lightning shot near 

his hometown of Harrisonville, Missouri and was hooked. Hacker was the editor of the Chart at Missouri 

Southern in 1993 and 1994, and is a 1995 graduate of MSSU. He was the last editor of The Carthage Press, 

having worked there for 13 years until it was closed in 2018. He also worked for The Joplin Globe, The 

Baxter Springs Citizen, the Sarcoxie Record, the Pierce City Leader Journal and helped create the Jasper 

County Citizen. He is the co-author with Randy Turner of 5:41: Stories from the Joplin Tornado: The 10th 

Anniversary Edition in 2021. His most recent book, Remembering the Battle of Carthage, is a history of the 

Civil War battle that happened on July 5, 1861 in Carthage, Missouri, and features stories and photos from 

the 150th anniversary reenactment of the battle in May, 2011. 

 

 
 

 

Kimberly Zerkel: Kimberly Zerkel is a professional writer whose articles on dining, architecture, fashion, 

and culture have appeared in Design Milk, The San Francisco Chronicle, Heated, Represent Collaborative, 

and The Joplin Globe. She has partnered on multiple cookbook and photography books with photographer 

Jim Sullivan and Cider Mill Press; the cookbooks Jewish Food and Mediterranean are distributed nationally 

through Simon & Schuster. Her short fiction and poetry has been published in literary publications such as 

Isthmus, The Meadow, California's Emerging Writers, and Ghost City Press. Hysterical, her first collection 

of vignettes and short stories, will be published in fall 2022 by Pub Hound Press . Kimberly resides in her 

hometown of Joplin, Missouri. 



 

 
 

 

Larry Wood: Larry Wood is a freelance writer specializing in the history of the Ozarks and surrounding 

regions. He has published twenty nonfiction books and two historical novels. He is the president of the 

Joplin Writers' Guild and an honorary lifetime member of the Missouri Writers' Guild. He maintains a blog 

on Missouri and Ozarks history at www.ozarks-history.blogspot.com and has an author Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/AuthorLarryWood.  

 

 
 

 

Margarite Stever: Margarite Stever is an award winning author who grew up in Asbury, a tiny Missouri 

town of just over 200 people. She has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English from Missouri Southern State 

University. She writes stories and essays that touch a person’s heart. She is a member of Joplin Writers’ 

Guild, Missouri Writers Guild, Sleuths’ Ink Mystery Writers, Ozarks Writers League, and Ozarks Romance 

Authors. She published her short story collection, Moonbeams and Ashes, in October of 2021. Her work 

has recently appeared in Romance, Poetry, Mystery and More: An Anthology by Ozarks Romance Authors 

Members, Chicken Soup for the Soul: It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas, and several other journals 

and anthologies. You can visit her website at www.margaritestever.com. Her seeds of wisdom and joy can 

be seen on her blog at http://ozarksmaven.com/, which has been read in over 90 countries. 

 



 
 

 

Michael Howarth: Michael Howarth is a novelist and essayist. His short stories and essays have 

appeared in such publications as Tulsa Review, Mud Luscious, Cybersoleil Literary Journal, Cave Region 

Review, DASH Literary Journal, Farmhouse Magazine, and Concho River Review. He is the author of two 

critical texts, Under the Bed, Creeping: Psychoanalyzing the Gothic in Children’s Literature and Movies to 

See before You Graduate from High School. He is also the author of Fair Weather Ninjas, a young adult 

novel. His latest book, a gothic historical novel titled A Still and Awful Red, was published in 2021.  

 

 
 

 

Nancy Hughes: "I have lived in Missouri all my life and have yet to figure out the humidity! If you saw 

my hair, you would completely understand that statement. My life is filled with joy and fabulous fun as I 

love on three children and six grandchildren (the youngest has cured any ideas of more babies). I became 

a member of the Widowhood Club in 2005 and have written two books on this subject to encourage those 

on this difficult journey with me. I've also written children's books and I speak throughout the country at 

women's groups, conferences, and retreats. A few years ago, I decided to start my own publishing company. 

With all my heart I can tell you that absolutely nothing happens to us that has not first passed through our 

Father’s Hands . . . and He is faithful! Now, if He could just do something about my hair." 

 



 
 

 

Pub Hound Press: Pub Hound Press, founded by Andrew Whitehead and Richard Porter, is an 

independent publishing house in Joplin, MO that is dedicated to printing the works of local poets and 

authors who have, for whatever reason, hitherto gone unnoticed. 

 

 
 

 

Randy Turner: Randy Turner is a retired middle school English teacher who formerly worked 22 years 

as a newspaper reporter and editor. Since 2003, he has published the Turner Report blog, among others, 

including Inside Joplin. Turner has  published 17 nonfiction books, with his latest being ONLY IN LAMAR, 

MISSOURI: HARRY TRUMAN, WYATT EARP, AND LEGENDARY LOCALS, REMEMBERING: PEOPLE WHO 

TOUCHED OUR LIVES, and the 10th anniversary edition of 5:41: STORIES FROM THE JOPLIN TORNADO 

(written with John Hacker) and three novels: Devil's Messenger, Small Town News, and No Child Left Alive. 

 

 



 

 

Robert John Dopp: Robert John Dopp describes himself as "a simple individual [who] enjoys life and has 

learned much from it." He is constantly studying the Bible and teaching the Bible to the youth in Sunday 

morning Bible Study, as well as helping family, friends, and strangers. He is willing to listen to anyone who 

needs an ear to listen. Dopp says that what is most important to him is God, followed by family, then 

country. He has served in the United States of America Air Force for one year. He is very patriotic, 

supporting the men and women of the armed forces. Dopp believes that service to humanity is the best 

work of life. He worked as a Behavior Support Tech for 7 years working with high functioning autistic and 

behavior challenged individuals. A saying of his is, "In school you learn the lesson to take the test. In life you 

take the test to learn the lesson." He believes a person is never too old to learn something new every day. 

 

 
 

 

 

Ryan O’Connor: Ryan O'Connor is passionate about telling positive, uplifting stories for children of all 

ages. Through beautiful illustrations and friendly characters, he hopes to teach children meaningful values 

they can carry throughout their lives. O'Connor has a master’s in education and has taught literature and 

writing in the United States and China for more than ten years. He lives in Missouri with his wife, 

stepdaughter, and two cats. He loves traveling, sports, and reading. 

 



 
 

 

Sandra Ruddick-Darr: Sandra Ruddick-Darr was born and raised in Joplin, Missouri. She's published 

three poetry books and one novel. Not only is she a writer, but she's an artist. She's written and created art 

since the age of 12 and truly loves every moment of it. The art calms her mind, letting it focus on just that 

moment and the writing soothes the soul, that part of her that just wants to get thoughts out. Sandra is 

mother to two wonderful kids, loves coffee, and catches glimpses of the moon whenever she can. 

 

 
 

 

Sharon Kizziah-Holmes: Sharon Kizziah-Holmes has over a dozen publications available to readers. 

She writes everything from romance to biographical fiction to children's book. She joined Ozarks Romance 

Authors in the early 1990s and it changed her life forever. Writing, attending writers conferences, learning 

the mechanics of trade and the publishing side, she loves to help new and seasoned authors hone their 

skills. Sharon is the co-founder and co-owner of Paperback Press, an indie assist publishing company. She 

serves as the publishing coordinator. Sharon has provided service for over 100 authors, in the US and 

abroad, and has helped publish more than 500 books. Seven of those authors have become best sellers. 

She loves to help authors realize their publishing dream. (https://paperback-press.com/) She is currently 

President of Ozarks Romance Authors, past vice president of Sleuths’ Ink Mystery Writers, a member of 

Springfield Writers Guild and Missouri Writers' Guild. 



 

 
 

 

Shirley McCann: Shirley McCann's fiction has appeared in Woman's World, Alfred Hitchcock Mystery 

Magazine, and The Forensic Examiner, as well as numerous other fiction publications. Her award-winning 

novels, The Scarry Inn and the Coffin, are a available on Amazon, along with her other books. She lives in 

Springfield, MO. 

 

 
 

 

Susan Keene: Susan Keene is a fulltime cozy mystery and thriller writer. At the present time she has nine 

books published and each one has been an Amazon Best Seller. She also has four children's books. Susan 

won the American Poetry Award at age sixteen and is active in both Sleuth's Mystery Writers in Springfield, 

MO and Ozarks Romance Authors, also  in Springfield. 

Currently, she is writing the next volume of the Kate Nash Mystery Series. She also teaches a class on How 

To Write a Cozy Mystery. 

 



 
 

 

T. Michael Burt: T. Michael Burt was born and raised in Missouri. He has recently written his first book, 

Into the Tenebrous, the first of the Guardians of Aurora series for teens and young adults. As a child, his 

imagination ran wild. On the school playground, he gathered all the sparkling limestone knowing he found 

gold, and struck it rich! Because his gold mining venture didn’t pan out, he got many real jobs becoming a 

jack of all trades. He now teaches art at the local high school and writes fiction books. When he grows up 

(which may never happen) he wants to write fulltime. He lives with his sweet wife and son. He has two 

daughters also, but they grew up without his permission, got married, and left home. His granddaughter is 

his little buddy whom he’s very attached to. He has his own personal Guardian, Pickles, the Morkie dog. 

 

 
 

 

Tierney James: Besides serving as a Solar System Ambassador for NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab, and 

attending Space Camp for Educators, Tierney served as a Geo-teacher for National Geographic. Her love of 

travel and cultures took her on adventures throughout Africa, Asia and Europe. From the Great Wall of 

China to floating the Okavango Delta of Botswana, Tierney weaves her unique experiences into the 

adventures she loves to write. Living on a Native American reservation and in a mining town, fuels the 

characters in the Enigma and Dark Side series. She also helps beginning writers in their quest to becoming 

a published author through her workshops and classes. Family, an adopted dog and gardening fill her life 

with plenty of laughter to share with others. 

 



 
 

 

The Writers’ Colony at Dairy Hollow: The Writers' Colony at Dairy Hollow residency program in 

Eureka Springs, Arkansas is open to writers of every genre for short or long-term stays. Quiet, sequestered, 

inspirational – and affordable – our individual writing suites are designed to make your stay productive. 

European-style gourmet meals are served Monday through Friday in the WCDH dining room, providing 

writers the opportunity to share time with other resident writers from around the globe. 

 

 
 

 

Zack Jackson: Zack Jackson is the author of Fable, a near future science fiction exploring VR, AR, and 

what it means to be human. Zack is bad at sports. He spent his formative years with his nose in a book, a 

habit he has yet to outgrow. He also spends time writing, teaching English, and chasing adventures with his 

wife and three kids. Zack is known by other names, including the one on his birth certificate and a couple 

we cannot repeat here. 

 



 
 

 

The Joplin Writers' Faire is a collaboration between Post Art Library (PAL) and Joplin Public Library (JPL). 

Held annually each October, the Joplin Writers' Faire connects all sorts of writers to their existing and 

potentially new audiences while encouraging community support of local and regional writers. 


