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2021 Joplin Writers' Faire - Intro

The Joplin Writers' Faire is back for 2021! Due to the COVID pandemic, we were not able to
host an in-person event in 2020. Had we been able to, then this would be our 5" annual event.
But guess what?! We're still calling our 2021 event the 5™ Annual Joplin Writers' Faire.

This year's event features 15 local and regional authors who specialize in a variety of genres
and forms: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, memoir, investigative reporting, fantasy, local history, and
children'’s literature, among others.

Established in 2017, the Joplin Writers' Faire aims to connect all sorts of writers to their existing
and potentially new audiences while encouraging community support of local and regional
writers, as well as to help aspiring authors learn how to get started. The Joplin Writers' Faire is a
collaboration between Joplin Public Library and Post Art Library. The 2021 event is sponsored
in part by Cottage Small Coffee Roasters.

Save the date for next year: Saturday, October 8, 2022. In the meantime, enjoy!
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2021 Joplin Writers' Faire - Bios

Note: All biographies contained herein were submitted or written by writers’ faire participants. Any
opinions or views expressed are the opinions and views of the authors and not Post Art Library or
Joplin Public Library. Biographies are organized alphabetically by first name.

BILLIE HOLLADAY SKELLEY received her bachelor's and master’s degrees from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. Now retired from working as a cardiovascular and thoracic surgery
clinical nurse specialist and nursing educator, she enjoys focusing on her writing.

Billie has written several health-related articles for both professional and lay journals, but her
writing crosses several different genres and has appeared in various journals, magazines, and
anthologies in print and online—ranging from the American Journal of Nursing to Chicken Soup
for the Soul.

An award-winning author, she has written nine books for children and teens—including Ruth
Law: The Queen of the Air which was selected to receive the 2021 American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Children's Literature Award. Learn more at
www.bhskelley.com.

icken St

TheBest The Best
Advice | Ever Advice | Ever
Heard %)

CATHERINE VALENTINE was born in Brazil, spent her childhood in Fayetteville, Arkansas, but
spent her teen years and most of her adult years in southwest Missouri. She was homeschooled
until college and earned her B.A. from Berea College in Kentucky. Catherine writes poetry and
children's books. Her recent publications are an illustrated poetry book, Seasons, and a middle-
grade short story collection, Spirits, available Fall 2021. Learn more about Catherine at
https://catherinevalentine.wixsite.com/cvalentine.



Except for time away pursuing graduate degrees, CHAD STEBBINS has lived in Joplin, Missouri,
since the age of 9. Even though he serves as Missouri Southern State University's international
director, he is a local history buff. He is a member of the Joplin Celebration Commission, which
is helping to plan the city's 150th birthday celebration in 2022-23. Stebbins is also a professor
of journalism and advised MSSU's weekly student newspaper, The Chart, for 15 years. He is the
author of three books: "Joplin's Connor Hotel," published by The History Press in 2021; "Tom
Connor:Joplin's Millionaire Zinc King," published by Lulu Publishing in 2021; and "All the News Is
Fit to Print: Profile of a Country Editor," published by the University of Missouri Press in 1998.

CONNOR HOTEL

ELTON GAHR made his debut appearance in northwest Montana. The fourth and youngest
child, he spent the next several years focusing on his linguistic skills, learning things like words,
sentences and even the alphabet in preparation for his career as a writer. His first story was in
1983 when he wrote a nineteen page short story about a balloon more than fifteen pages longer
than expected by his kindergarten teacher. This was before he learned the all important skill of
editing.



In high school he made friends who showed interests in telling stories and in addition to the
stories he continued to write for himself he began to write comic book stories, spending every
study hall perfecting his epic superhero story, writing science fiction and fantasy. He has
continued to write for the last twenty years putting out eight novels and has several more
planned to be released. Learn more at www.andscifi.com/eltongahr.
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F.C. SHULTZ has published four fiction books and a book of poetry (which was published by
Pub Hound Press in Joplin, MO). He loves writing stories that place one element of fantasy into
an otherwise realistic world. His stories and poems have been published in Every Day Fiction,
Amethyst Review, Ekstasis Magazine, and others. He was one of the Missouri Arts Council's
February 2021 Featured Artists and is the poetry editor for the The Joplin Toad. Learn more at
www.fcshultz.com.
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IZZY B is an author/illustrator of humorous children's books. Now a full-time freelance
illustrator, Izzy B is making books for future authors as well. His most popular book is A Tighty-
Whitie Wind. It has been read by The Duchess of York on her YouTube channel, and has quickly
become a favorite for children everywhere. Currently Izzy B is working on illustrating A Teacher
in the Wild by comedian Devin Siebold. This is a funny book about a student who can't believe
he is seeing his teacher outside of school! Learn more about Izzy B and his books on his website
at www.izzybbooks.com, on Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/izzybbooks/, and on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/izzybbooks.

LARRY WOOD has published about twenty nonfiction books on local and regional history and
two historical novels. His stories and articles (over 500) have also appeared in various national
and regional periodicals. Larry has a blog at https://ozarks-history.blogspot.com/. Find him on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/AuthorLarryWood, or on  Goodreads at
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/703029.Larry_Wood.



https://ozarks-history.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AuthorLarryWood

LAURA LYNN WRIGHT lives in Arma, Kansas. She is a Marine Corps Veteran turned artist and
author. After four years in the Marine Corps, she moved to Kansas with her husband. Laura lived
a rather normal life until after 9/11, when she rejoined the Marines, where she stayed in the
reserves until 2016, deploying twice to Irag. Her creative journey began in high school, but was
on pause for several years as other events took up priority. After being diagnosed with Post
Traumatic Stress (PTS), she began painting and writing full-time.

In 2019, she was juried into the artists coop at ArtForms Gallery in Pittsburg, KS where she shows
her art and books. She has been writing the children's book series, "Brave Mee," where Mee, a
gender neutral character, faces trials to get back pieces of happiness that have been stolen. The
first three books target cognitive distortions and lies we tell ourselves. The second book targets
anger. The third book targets childhood anxiety.
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PUB HOUND PRESS. Sometimes talent slips through the cracks. Pub Hound Press is an
independent publishing house inJoplin, MO that is dedicated to printing the works of local poets
and authors who have, for whatever reason, hitherto gone unnoticed.

In truth, Andrew D. Whitehead is the only thing keeping Pub Hound afloat. He is a sawwy
businessman, an excellent poet, and a devoted friend, but his crowning achievement, no doubt,
is occasionally keeping Rich sober enough to fulfill his editorial duties.

The more falstaffian half of Pub Hound, Richard Porter is as likely to spill beer on your manuscript
as heis to read it. And heaven forbid he ever write a professional bio. No one knows why Drew
keeps him around, but there are rumors of a Faustian bargain. Richard would tell you his verse



has appeared in The Asses of Parnassus, Better Than Starbucks, Grand Little Things, and Wine
Cellar Press, but, because the bars are open, he cannot be bothered.

RANDY TURNER is the author or co-author of 13 non-fiction books, including 5:41: Stories from
the Joplin Tornado, The Buck Starts Here: Harry S. Truman and the City of Lamar and Newton
County Memories and three novels- Small Town News, Devil's Messenger and No Child Left Alive.

He was a middle school English teacher for 14 years in the Joplin and Diamond school systems
and prior to that was an editor and reporter at southwest Missouri newspapers, including the
Carthage Press and Lamar Democrat, receiving more than 100 national, state and regional
awards, including more than 30 for investigative reporting. He is the editor and publisher of the
local blogs, the Turner Report, Inside Joplin and Inside Joplin Obituaries.

Turner, a Newtonia, Missouri native, is a graduate of Missouri Southern State University, Crowder
College and East Newton High School and has been a Joplin resident for the past 17 years.
Learn more at his blogs, The Turner Report (rturner229.blogspot.com) and Inside Joplin
(insidejoplin.blogspot.com).



ROBERT DOPP describes himself as "a simple individual [who] enjoys life and has learned much
from it." He is constantly studying the Bible and teaching the Bible to the youth in Sunday
morning Bible Study, as well as helping family, friends, and strangers. He is willing to listen to
anyone who needs an ear to listen.

Robert says that what is most important to him is God, followed by family, then country. Robert
has served in the United States of America Air Force for one year. He is very patriotic, supporting
the men and women of the armed forces.

Robert believes that service to humanity is the best work of life. He worked as a Behavior Support
Tech for 7 years working with high functioning autistic and behavior challenged individuals. A
saying of his is, "In school you learn the lesson to take the test. In life you take the test to learn
the lesson." He believes a person is never too old to learn something new every day.

Daily Thoughts
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S.V. FARNSWORTH speaks four languages and has lived in South Korea. Issues with grit give
her multicultural novels the traction to move you. She teaches English as a second language at
Crowder College in Neosho, Missouri. She loves libraries, farmers' markets, national parks, and
nature.

Farnsworth is the author of Woman of the Stone, Monarch in the Flames, A Rare Connection,
and Hard Start. She is the award-winning editor and a contributing author of the anthology
Seasons of the Four States.

She writes novels that are inspired by stunning settings. Her works appeal to readers who
connect with #MeToo concerns and admire strong female characters. Her books are available
for purchase in paperback and e-book worldwide. They can be ordered by your local librarian,
SO be sure to request them! To browse her book table or subscribe to her newsletter for
exclusive short stories and updates on her novels, please visit svfarnsworthauthor.com.
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SANDRA RUDDICK-DARR was born and raised in Joplin, Missouri she's a self-taught artist and
writer who enjoys writing poetry and fiction. She is a proud mother of two wonderful kids who
give her a new perspective everyday. She thanks them for the constant reminder that one can
accomplish anything no matter how young or old.
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SMALL HARBOR PUBLISHING began in 2018 with the first issue of Harbor Review. The
magazine is an online space where poetry and art converse. Harbor Review quickly grew and
now publishes reviews and runs two micro chapbook competitions, the Washburn Prize and the
Editor's Prize. InJuly 2020, Small Harbor Publishing was formed and began Harbor Editions. Small
Harbor Publishing is a 501¢3 nonprofit organization. Our goal is to publish unique and diverse
voices. We are a feminist press, and we are committed to diversity and inclusion. We strive to
fiercely promote the work of our authors and to bring new voices to a devoted and expanding
readership. If you would like to contact Small Harbor Publishing, please email us at
smallharborpublishing@gmail.com. Learn more at www.smallharborpublishing.com.

WILLIAM & DORIS MARTIN are first-time authors living in Joplin. They like to call themselves
history detectives because since they've been retired, they have loved delving into history,
searching for information (including little-known facts) that tells the stories of well-known people,
including Edwin Hubble, George Washington Carver, and Langston Hughes.

Their journey began in the fall of 2012 when William received two large boxes of family
memorabilia from his aunt. After sorting through everything, he discovered a story about his
grandfather, his great-grandfather, and a young Edwin Hubble in Marshfield, Missouri. Knowing
that that this story had to be told, William and Doris wrote a book titled, "Dreams and
Adventures: The Edwin Hubble Story" and self-published it in 2015. An e-book version was later
made available. They created a storyboard exhibit to help promote their book, which led to the
creation of more storyboard exhibits on each of the people they researched.



THANK YOU for supporting the Joplin Writers' Faire. Held on the 2nd Saturday of
October, the Joplin Writers' Faire is a collaboration between Post Art Library and Joplin
Public Library. For information on how to become a sponsor, volunteer, or a participating
writer, then contact Post Art Library Director Jill Sullivan or Joplin Public Library Adult
Programming Librarian Derek Moser at 417-623-7953.



