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2018 WRITERS’ FAIRE

Post Art Library and Joplin Public Library are pleased to welcome you to our second
annual Writers' Faire! The purpose of the Writers' Faire is to connect all sorts of writers -
published and non, established and emerging, of varying forms and genres, etc. - to their
existing and potentially new audiences.

Also, we aim to encourage community support of local and regional writers and to help
those who would like to become more involved in the wonderful world of writing learn
how to get started.

This year, over 20 authors, writers' groups, and related organizations are hosting booths,
signing books, and reading original works throughout the event. (Please see the
“Readings Schedule” on the following page.)

We hope that you'll engage and interact, whether by talking with writers, exploring their
works, listening to their readings, asking questions, making a zine, doodling, or perusing
one of our book displays.
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2018 WRITERS' FAIRE READINGS SCHEDULE
Please silence your cell phones when attending reaaings.

COMMUNITY ROOM EAST - 10am-2pm

WRITER
Randy Turner
FC Shultz
Chris Mitchell
Christa Tullis
Andrew Whitehead
lzzy B

Melissa Waldo
Mica Burnett
Nancy Hughes
Pepper Travell
Richard Porter
Steven Mann

WRITER

Ron Mosbaugh
Jules K. Benjamin
Olive Sullivan

READING TIME
10:00am-10:20am
10:20am-10:40am
10:40am-11am
11am-11:20am
11:20am-11:40am
11:40am-12pm
12pm-12:20pm
12:20pm-12:40pm
12:40pm-1pm
Tpm-1:20pm
1:20pm-1:40pm
1:40pm-2pm

CONFERENCE ROOM 1 - Noon-Z2pm

READING TIME
12pm-12:20pm
12:20pm-12:40pm
12:40pm-1pm
1pm-1:20pm
1:20pm-1:40pm
1:40pm-2pm
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2018 WRITERS FAIRE - WRITERS' BIOGRAPHIES

Note: All biographies contained herein were submitted or written by writers’ faire participants. Any
opinions or views expressed are the opinions and views of the authors and not Post Art Library orJoplin
Public Library. Biographies are organized alphabetically by first name.

ANDREW D. WHITEHEAD is a pretty good accountant and an average poet. He enjoys
beekeeping, baseball, and hoppy beer. He lives in perpetual palitical frustration and his
dog is a pain in the neck. Thankfully he has the very best girlfriend, many great friends,
and lots of good reading material. Andrew is co-owner of Pub Hound Press and co-
author of Muddled, a chapbook of poetry that he published with his friend Richard.
Reading: 11:20am-11:40am in Community Room East.

Available:
= Muddled by Andrew D. Whitehead and Richard Porter

ANN LEACH - Writer and coach Ann Leach is the author of Goa/ Sisters: Live the Life
You Want with a Little Help from Your Friends (New World Library 2004) and a children’s
book call Oh Doug! A Dragonfly’s Day. She is a columnist for the Joplin Globe and
contributor to Show Me the Ozarks magazine. She hosts writing retreats at her Creative
Cottage in historic Murphysburg and conducts “Got A Weekend? Get A Book Written”
workshops four times a year. Ann is a professional doodler, guest speaker and group
facilitator and coordinates the Chase the Chill Joplin and Turquoise Tables Joplin
movements. To learn more about Ann, visit www.AnnLeach.com or contact her via email
at ann@AnnLeach.com.
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Ann Leach

BILLIE HOLLADAY SKELLEY received her bachelor's and master's degrees from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Working as a clinical nurse specialist and nursing
educator, she has written several health-related articles for both professional and lay
journals. Since her retirement, Billie has enjoyed focusing on her writing, and her poems,
articles, and essays have appeared in various magazines, journals, and anthologies in
print and online. She is a member of the Missouri Writers' Guild (MWG), the Oklahoma
Writers' Federation, Inc. (OWFI), the Joplin Writers' Guild JWG), the Columbia Chapter of
the Missouri Writer's Guild (CCMWG), the Ozarks Writers League (OWL), and the Society
of Children’s Book Writers and lllustrators (SCBWI). Billie enjoys writing for children and
teens, and she has five books: Eagle the Legal Beagle (Kids Book Press-2015), Luella
Agnes Owen: Going Where No Lady Had Gone Before (Goldminds Publishing-2015),
Ruth Law: The Queen of the Air (Goldminds Publishing-2016), Spice Secret: A Cautionary
Diary (Goldminds Publishing-2017), and Ollie the Autism-Support Collie (LawMux Press-
2018). Her books have received Purple Dragonfly Book Awards, Moonbeam Children’s
Book Awards, a Royal Dragonfly Book Award, and Spice Secret was named the
Outstanding Abuse Awareness Book in the Director's Choice Awards of the 2017 Human
Relations Indie Book Awards. Ruth Law: The Queen of the Air also received the 2017
Missouri Writers’' Guild First Place Award for Best Juvenile Book. Learn more about Billie
and her writing at www,bhskelley.com.

Ollie t 1o Autisnt®
Suppor

¢ Collie

Billie Holladay Skelley
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Available:
= Fagle the Legal Beagle (highlights the remarkable work of service dogs)
= Ollie the Autism-Support Collie (highlights the remarkable work of service dogs)
= Spice Secret: A Cautionary Diary(dating abuse/dating violence)
» Luella Agnes Owen: Going Where No Lady Had Gone Before (biography of
pioneer female caver)
»  Ruth Law: The Queen of the Air(biography of pioneer female aviator)

CHERYL BARKER is the author of Mother of the Bride—Refreshment and Wisdom for
the Mother of the Bride. She's also written for magazines, compilation books, and other
publications as well as for Blue Mountain Arts greeting cards, gift books, and calendars.
Her heart's desire is to refresh spirits and nourish souls. She and her husband live in
Coffeyville, Kansas and delight in spending time with their two grown daughters, sons-
in-law, and precious grandchildren. Cheryl loves to take photos, enjoy friends, and
indulge in daily doses of chocolate. You can find her online at www.cherylbarker.net.

Website: cherylbarker.net/

Facebook: facebook.com/CherylBarkerWriter/

Instagram: instagram.com/cherylkbarker/

Goodreads: goodreads.com/author/show/15081 227.Cheryl_Barker
Pinterest: pinterest.com/cherytkbarker/

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/cherylbarker/

Cheryl Barker

Available:
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s Mother of the Bride: Refreshment and Wisdom for the Mother of the
Bride amazon.com/Mother-Bride-Refreshment-Wisdom/dp/1424552362/

=  Wedding Inspiration cards (written by me, designed by Wheatley
Design https://www.facebook.com/wheatleydesign/ )

= Blue Mountain Arts cards (poetry by me, designed and produced by Blue
Mountain Arts http://www.sps.com/ )

CHRIS MITCHELL, an inspirational writer, speaker and podcaster, draws upon his own
life experiences, and the experience of others, of overcoming disabilities, obstacles and
adversity to inspire and motivate others to overcome any obstacle in life and become
successful.

In his debut memoir entitled, “/t Doesn't Define Me: How | rebuilt my life after surviving
an ischemic stroke to my spinal cord', Chris shares how he fought to get his life back
after a life changing ischemic stroke to his spinal cord nearly robbed him of his complete
independence months before he was to be wed to his dream girl.

If you want to know where to purchase copies of Chiris’ books, including personally
autographed copies, or learn when and where he will be speaking, or more about his
upcoming podcast, visit IMChrisMitchell.com. Reading: 10:40am-11am in Community
Room East.

Chris Mitchell

CHRISTA TULLIS has been in the health and wellness industry for over 20 years. She
co-founded the Center for Wellness and Preventive Medicine. She owned Yin Pilates &
Yoga Studio for 14 years and currently owns Enlight Inn in joplin.
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Christa holds multiple certifications in nutrition, fitness, bodywork and meditation. She
has a passion for health and her thorough knowledge of the body/mind connection will
provide inspiration for your journey.

She is the author of Mind Mirror: Three Minutes Without Air Three Days Without Water
Three Weeks Without Food. Reading: 17am-11.20am in Community Room East.

MIND
MIRROR

F

&

Christa Tullis

CONNECT2CULTURE (C2C) is a not-for-profit arts organization founded in 2009 to
enhance community through culture. Unlike any organization in the Joplin area, C2C s a
respected community arts agency, a champion of the Harry M. Cornell Arts &
Entertainment Complex, and a performing arts presenter. C2C strives to expand
audience and resources needed to ignite a passion for the arts, culture, and
entertainment in the City of Joplin. C2C visits the JPL Writers' Faire to promote two
literary-centric programs: Poetry Out Loud and National Poetry Month in Joplin, MO.

Poetry Out Loud (POL) is a national recitation contest open to all high school students
and conducted in all 50 states by the National Endowment for the Arts.

National Poetry Month (NPM) is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of
millions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary events
curators, publishers, bloggers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in
our culture and our lives every April. C2C partners with Post Art Library and Pub Hound
Press to organize an intentional collective effort to celebrate National Poetry Month
(NPM) each year in Joplin.
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C2°

Connect2Culture

A shout-out to COTTAGE SMALL COFFEE ROASTERS of Carthage, Missouri for co-
sponsoring the Writers' Lounge!

Cottage Small is a micro-roaster located on the square in historic Carthage. What began
as a hobby in 2008 quickly became a growing business dedicated to the fabulous coffee
bean. Focusing on high-quality, socially responsible, and environmentally-sustainable
coffees, they roast in small batches to provide the freshest coffee possible.

Visit them at the Joplin Empire and Webb City markets or find their coffee at Joplin

Greenhouse & The Coffee Shop. Find them online at www.cottagesmall.com or
www.facebook.com/cottagesmall.

C’HTGE

|||an malall

CYNTHIA MIDDAUGH, a southwest Missouri native, is a recognized poetry writer and
has won numerous awards for poetry, as well as non-fiction, through the Crowder
College Quil/ contests held every year. She is a 1987 graduate of Crowder College in
Neosho, MO and a 1989 graduate of Pittsburg State University in Pittsburg, KS.

In this gripping debut by Middaugh, the latest addition to Drop Cap Publishing's
collection, the chaotic life of Stephanie is unbraided. Showing the strength and triumph
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of the human spirit over tragedy, Stephanie realizes it is the Holy Spirit that helps her
survive.

Middaugh's account of Stephanie’s ultimately triumphant struggle for survival is
informative, heart-wrenching, and unforgettably beautiful.

Cynthia Middaugh

F.C. SHULTZ didn't begin writing fiction until his early 20's when the stories of Ray
Bradbury grabbed ahold of him and never let go. He enjoys writing stories that take one
fantasy/sci-fi element and places them in an otherwise realistic world. His first book, The
Rose Weapon, about vikings and dragons and honor, was released in 2017. His most
recent novella, The Mystery of Pancake Shores, about mystery and trusting strangers
and beaches, was released in April 2018. He lives in Joplin with his wife, Sammi, his
newborn son, Milo, and his cat, Batman. Learn more about F.C. Shultz at
www.fcshultz.com. Reading: 10:20am-10:40arm in Community Room East.

THE ROSE §
A/ T 4

F.C. Shultz
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Available:

= 7he Rose Weapon - "Grounded fantasy with a fire beast and Vikings."

= 7he Mystery at Pancake Shores - "Slow burn beach mystery set in the northeast
in 1958."

I1ZZY B is an author/illustrator living in Carl Junction Missouri. 1zzy is a teacher at Carl
Junction 2-3 where he teaches 2nd and 3rd graders computers. He is the father to two
kids named Maxx and Gideon. He has a lovely wife named Autumn, and a ferocious feline
named Callie. When he is not teaching and being a dad he enjoys creating humorous

books for kids of all ages. Find him online at www.izzybbook.com. Readling: 771:40am-
Noon in Community Room East.

Available:
= A Tighty-whitie Wind
»  Alpaca Aims
= Beaver’s Burrito Bike
»  (at Catapults
»  Count Spatula
» /maginary Fiends

JASMINE WESTERN is a mother in her early thirties from Southwest Missouri. She

enjoys spending time with her children, making people laugh, and embarking on
spontaneous adventures with her friends. This is her first book.
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Chapter 23 - A short story based off true events of a friendship Jasmine had when she
was twenty-three.

THE JOPLIN WRITERS GUILD is an affiliate of the statewide Missouri Writers' Guild, The
Missouri Writers’ Guild was established in 1915 and the Joplin Writers' Guild has been in
continuous existence since at least the early 1960s. They meet the second Thursday of
each month at the Joplin Public Library at 6 PM and anyone interested in writing is
welcome to attend. Their purpose is to help and encourage one another in their
development as writers and to recognize one another’s achievements. Meetings include
guest speakers, critiquing of one another’s work, and writing exercises and contests.
Members vary from veteran writers with many published works to beginners just starting
out. For more information, visit their Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/266894820055092/

JULES K. BENJAMIN is an emerging author, and has a unique perspective on life from
having traveled worldwide. She has received literary credentials from Paris, France and
has taught students of all ages over her lifetime. Because of her commitment to
education and her concern for international peace, she is committed to donating a
portion of the proceeds from this book to the www.heforshe.org organization promoting
conflict resolution among men and women. For more information, visit her site at
www.juleskbenjamin.com. Reading: 12:20pm-12:40pm in Conference Room 1.
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Jules K. Benjamin

Available (Adult Fiction):
« The Rise & Fall of The Attorney's Briefs

KIMBERLY RHEA is a special education teacher by day, author by night. Her first
book, /'m Not Crazy: | Have Just Been Altered, was written to share her experience,
strength, and hope in not only dealing with the actual aftermath of the 2011 tornado,
but the personal devastation of PTSD and the realization and acceptance of her
childhood, which was riddled with chronic abuse and the ultimate recovery.

Her second book, Secrets That Bind the Heart is book one of a planned Trilogy. This
novel chronicles a relationship between Kate and Thomas in present day Joplin, Missour
and has Joplin's colorful history embedded into the story. Book two, Unbound By the
Truth, should be completed by mid-to-late summer 2018. Book three (as yet untitled)
should be released sometime in late 2018 or early 2019.

Bt et

Kimberly Rhea
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LARRY WOOD is a freelance writer specializing in the history of Missouri and the Ozarks.
His boaoks include sixteen works of nonfiction and two historical novels. He has also had
hundreds of stories and articles published in magazines and journals ranging from Wild
Westto the Missouri Historical Review. Wood is an honorary lifetime member of the
Missouri Writers' Guild and he maintains a blog on regional history at ozarks-
history.blogspot.com.

Available:
«  Wicked joplin
= Ozarks Gunfights and Other Notorious Inciaents

MELISSA WALDO has been writing stories since childhood. She is a full-time preschool
teacher. She loves to write, bake, and watch soccer. She lives in Joplin with her husband
and their cat. Reading: Noon-12:20pm in Community Room East.

Amazon:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/aw/s//ref=mw_dp_a_s?ie=UTF8&i=books&k=Melissa+Wald
0

Melissa Waldo

Available:
s The Willful Kind
s Morals of Youth - Morals of Youth is Melissa Waldo's newest book and the

sequel to The Willful Kind. Elsa begins her sophomore year of college by moving
in with her professor boyfriend, Philip. Again she finds herself torn between
adolescence and adulthood. Can she leave her childish ways behind and
commit to Philip?

= Qareeb. Poems about Long Distance Love
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MICA BURNETT - From abuse, severe depression and homelessness to public
performance and executive success, Mica is no stranger to the roller coaster of life. Her
career has ranged from Hospitality and Nursing to Education and Healthcare
Management. In all this, life's diversity and God's grace have given her a plethora of
stories and insights to share.

Believing life is too short to not always be learning, growing, and sharing, Mica takes any
opportunity to use her stories to inspire others. To laugh, to cry, to love and to learn are
the goals behind every word she speaks or writes. Often told, "You need to write a book!"
here she is seizing the moment to start publishing.

Raised in Texas, Mica eventually came full circle to settle in her birthplace of Carthage
Missouri. A creative writer and poet most of her life, Mica speaks straight from the heart
sharing actual experiences in which we can all relate. She also authors the blog Hope,
Health and Heartfelt, providing information and insight in healthcare topics for the
middle aged and beyond. Reading: 12:20pm-12:40pm in Community Room East.

Website: https://www.micaburnett.com

Mica Burnell

Available:

= Forgiving My Unforgivable was released June 7, 2018 through Kindle Direct
Publishing. Written in rhyme and with a Christian perspective, this personal story
is of finding and accepting forgiveness after years of emotional struggle with
abortion.

= The Message in the Storywas released June 8th, 2018, Movement Publishing,
Ingram.Using personal accounts to highlight times when a connection with a
higher power seemed obvious, the author encourages readers to seek the
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divine messages in even the most ordinary days.Great for self or group study in
strengthening one's personal testimony.

= Black Nalls and Dead Flowers was released July Sth, 2018 through Kindle Direct
Publishing. A collection of Love Trauma Poems that span years of
disappointment and confusion in the search for love in unhealthy relationships
before the thought of loving oneself appears.

NANCY HUGHES - | have lived in Missouri all my life and have yet to figure out the
humidity! If you saw my hair, you would completely understand that statement. My life
is filled with joy and fabulous fun as | love on three children and six grandchildren (the
youngest has cured any ideas of more babies).

| became a member of the Widowhood Club in 2005 and have written a book to
encourage those on this difficult journey with me. My latest book is "The Journey
Continues . . . Healing for the Heart" (revised edition). I've also written children's books
and speak throughout the country to women's groups, conferences, and retreats.

With all my heart | can tell you that absolutely nothing happens to us that has not first
passed through our Father's Hands . . . and He is faithful! ..Now if He could just do
something about my hair. Reading: 12:40pm-1pm in Community Room East.

Nancy Hughes

OLIVE SULLIVAN - In addition to being a poet, Olive L. Sullivan performs with the sound
healing tribe Amanita. A former newspaper reporter and college professor, Sullivan
holds an MFA in creative writing from the Stonecoast program at the University of
Southern Maine, She loves to take long walks on the prairie with dogs and to travel
anyplace that requires a passport. She is a bookbinder. You can like her on Facebook at
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Olive L Sullivan or Sullvan Book Arts, and visit her bookbinding website
at sullivanbookarts.com. Reading: 12:40pm-1pm in Conference Room 1.

Olive Sullivan

Available:
»  Wandering Bone
»  We Start as Water
» “The Gathering” by Amanita and Park Avenue Uprising (PAU) [CD]
= “Cleveland in my Dreams" [videQ]

PEPPER TRAVELL grew up on a farm in the Heartland of America. All of us know that
when we plant good seeds, we grow good crops. Positive, uplifting stories for youngsters
can stay in their subconscious throughout their whole lives. By “planting” this little story
about forgiveness, love and responsibility, it will help “grow” a better world for your child.
Nowadays, the newest buzzword is “anti-bullying,” but parents who are teaching their
children right attitudes know that there's more to being positive than just warning about
a double negative. Reading: 1pm-1.20pm in Community Room £ast.

GAMINO
GHAMELEON - Camino Chameleon

Positive Litorature
Adult

@ MEETS THE 5.1 A st Yeuuamt
by
GT.?$ Pepper Travell
Austhor and Hiustrator
Wt b Jeamcham@gmail.eom
PEPPER TRAVELL l-ts_v.rmm‘uhup!(?m‘nino(‘-luulwlm)n_

PUB HOUND PRESS catches talent that slips through the cracks. An independent
publishing house in Joplin, MO they are dedicated to printing the works of local poets
and authors who have, for whatever reason, hitherto gone unnoticed. Pub Hound Press
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is co-owned by Andrew D. Whitehead and Richard Porter. Readlings: 11:20am-11.40am
(Andrew) and 1:200m-1:40pm (Richard) in Cormmunity Room East.

Available:
»  Muaddledby Andrew D. Whitehead and Richard Porter
= You/True Maybe/Baby by Cody White

RANDY TURNER is a retired middle school English teacher, teaching in the Joplin and
Diamond school districts. Before entering the teaching field, he worked as a newspaper
reporter and editor for 22 years, earning more than 100 awards, including national
awards for investigative reporting, feature writing and sports writing.

Turner currently publishes the Turner Report and Inside Joplin websites at:
http://rturner229.blogspot.com & http://insidejoplin.blogspot.com.

He has authored 13 books, including 5:41: Stories from the Joplin Tornado, Let Teachers

Teachand his most recent Newton County Memories. Reading: 10:00am-10.20am in

Community Room East.

Randy Turner
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RICHARD PORTER, co-founder of Pub Hound Press and co-author of Muddled, is a
maladjusted rump roast playing red rover with the Kansas/Missouri border. His work has
appeared on assesofparnassus.tmblr.com, a cocktail napkin in your mother's purse, and
a bit of toilet paper stuck to the bottom of a high school librarian's shoe. Direct eye
contact is discouraged. He will drool on you. Reading: 1:20pm-1:40pm in Community
Koom East.

Available:
=  Muddled by Andrew D. Whitehead and Richard Porter

ROBERT JOHN DOPP is a simple individual and enjoys life and has learned much from
it. He is constantly studying the Bible and teaching the Bible to the youth in Sunday
morning Bible Study. Robert is always helping family, friends and strangers and is willing
to listen to anyone who needs an ear to listen. What is most important to Robert is God,
followed by family and country. Robert has served in the United States of America Alr
Force for one year. He Is very patriotic, supporting the men and women of the arm
forces.

Robert believes that service to humanity is the best work of life. He is currently working
as a Behavior Support Tech dealing with high functioning autistic and behavior troubled
individuals. A saying of Robert's is, "In school you learn the lesson to take the test. In
life you take the test to learn the lesson." Robert believes a person is never too old to
learn something new every day. That life is a constant learning process from the day
you are born until the day you die. That we all must learn to live in peace and harmony
with each other. No matter who you are, life is precious and to care for and help one
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another. Robert over the years has inspired young lives to better themselves as well as
those around them. May God bless you always.

Robert Dopp

Available:
= Daily Thoughts About Life

RON MOSBAUGH, along with his twin brother, enlisted in the Navy Reserve as high
school juniors and left for active duty after graduation. After his training as a medical
corpsman, Mosbaugh was assigned to a naval hospital where he was the personal
corpsman to Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz until the admiral's death. He was then sent
with the Marine Corps to Vietnam where he served thirteen months. During his tour, he
was awarded two Purple Hearts, the Bronze Star and the Silver Star. Mosbaugh
remained in the Naval Reserves, advanced to the highest enlisted rank, E-9, and
completed 31 years before retirement. He held a county elected office as wells as jobs
with the newspaper and in coaching despite suffering PTSD from his combat
experiences. Memoaries he couldn't process even years after he returned to the United
States finally prompted Mosbaugh to seek treatment for post-traumatic stress disorder.
Writing down those recollections was part of his therapy. This convinced him that he
needed to share his stories with others. Reading: Noon-12:20pm in Conference Room
7.

Website: www.ronmosbaugh.com
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Available:

= Memoirs of a Hero - Mosbaugh was in his early twenties in 1966 when he was
sent to Vietnam to serve on the front lines as a U. S. Navy Hospital Corpsman
assigned with the U.S. Marines. This book features letters written home to his
parents, juxtaposed against words from a recording he made decades later,
describing the horrors he experienced in battle. The stark differences between
his loving words to his parents and what he's truly experiencing proves his hero
status.

= Marine Down, Corpsman Up: Then is Now- True stories of Mosbaugh’s time on
the front line in Vietnam treating over 200 Marines.

= Marine Down, Corpsman Up: Vietnam and PT5D - This book relates how the
author fulfilled his responsibilities for the marines’ health; he was often the only
medical person within miles.

S.V. FARNSWORTH - with Joplin Writer's Guild.

STEVEN MANN - 've been married to the same lovely lady for 46 years. We have 3
grown children and four grandchildren. I'm a retired high school and college teacher. l've
been a storyteller for over fifty-years. After | retired, | started writing my stories and
publishing online. At the encouragement of family and friends, | started publishing
independently with CreateSpace. | enjoy quirky humor and writing spoofs of popular
writing fads. After three books | have decided to work on my first novel. Butt in chair,
fingers on keyboard! Readling: 1:40-2pm in Community Room East.
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SUMMER K. SCOTT reflects on a lot of what other students of today are experiencing.
Previously, having taught in public school systems from the West Coast to the Southeast,
Summer has gained firsthand knowledge as to how students try to understand and
experience their world. She hopes to impart both inspiration and a new understanding
of managing both the changes and the challenges that come with being a teenager.

Website: www.summerkscott.com

TOMMY CLARK was born in Carthage, MO. He spent most of his early life living in the
small town called Lamar, MO, with several years spent living in Joplin and Neosho during
college. He was first introduced to writing in a creative writing class while in high school.
He wrote sketches for student design nights for his local theater group. Then he began
to write plays and scripts while attending Crowder College in Neosho, MO.

When college was over, he married his wife, Helen Crites. Shortly in to his marriage he
lost his father to complications during surgery for heart trouble. He, with his wife,
returned to Lamar for a year to be near family. With the birth of his son, Dylen, He and
Helen decided to move north. The decision was based on his intentions to finish college.
After a short time at the University of Central Missourt (and a rough battle with Crohn's
Disease), Tommy finally earned an Associate’s degree in Web development from State
Fair Community College in Sedalia, MO.

During the times of dealing with Crohn's he wrote his first full novel “Mental Health Day"
It is a story of a young man struggling with life in general and the rut he has found himself
in. Working at a behavioral health hospital Tommy spent hours writing a story that
became Rogue’s Phoenix: Thieves and Kings, a fantasy-fiction novel telling the story of
the inhabitants of an unusually formed world and the trouble cause by a devious thieves'
guild. Branching out into another world he started another story taking place in a war-
torn America. The country, now divided, is in shambles and those still alive struggle to
stay that way.

He writes in many different environments including; Fantasy-fiction, Science Fiction,
alternate future, post economic collapse, and every day stories in the world we live in.
Tommy tries to use his real-life experience to create in-depth characters and interesting
situations. Tommy still lives in Missouri with his family and friends. When he is not writing,
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he likes to spend his time with the family; fishing, hunting, camping, and playing on the
water. With his variety of works in many genres, he can offer something for everyone,

Tommy Clark

ZINES! The best introduction to zines is to be handed a stack and start flipping through
them. The simplest definition of ‘zine’ is it's a small-circulated, self-published original
work, whether textual or visual, whether solo or collaborative (and some are
compilations).

Topically, zines can be about anything. That's right, amything: animals, trees, politics, a
city, a concept, a genre, music, art, a region, poetry, a movement, a relationship, a persan,
subculture, etc. Also, zines can be fictional, comedic, abstract, experimental, artistic,
poetic, artistic, and much more. Zines tell stories, convey ideas, and give voice to their
creators, some of whom might not otherwise feel heard.

Physically, zines come in all shapes and sizes. Some are literally cut and pasted together,
photocopied, bound by staples, and distributed. Some have hand-sewn bindings. Others
are more professionally bound, like a magazine. Some are typed, while others are hand
written. Some are in color, though most are in black and white. Some are made on a
letterpress. And so on.

In her book, Arom A to Zine: Building a Wining Zine Collection in Your Library, Julie Bartel
wrote, “the only thing all zines have in common is that their existence is the result of
passion rather than a desire for profit.” Like snowflakes, no two zines are alike. Zines are
unigue expressions of their creators.
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We invite you to stop by and browse our ZINE display to learn more about this wonderful
medium, as well as to have a hand at getting started publishing one of your own. That's
right, one of your owr!

(Psst/One might consider this compilation of writers' biographies a zine of sorts.)

THANK YOU!

Post Art Library and Joplin Public library thank all of the writers and representatives from
related organizations who participated in the 2018 Writers' Faire, as well as those whose
interests led them to attend the faire. Also, we thank Cottage Small Coffee Roasters for
their support.

Registration for next year's Writers' Faire will open on or around August 1, 2019. If you're
interested in receiving registration information at that time, then please email Jill Sullivan
at jhsullivan@PostArtLibrary.org.

Again, thank you. We look forward to seeing you next year!
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Joplin Public Library



